
Frames Project Ideas—Language Arts
Frames is an engaging animation and digital storytelling tool students can use to build reading 

comprehension, literary analysis, research, and writing skills. 

Reading Comprehension

Retelling
The American School for the Deaf is looking to bring young adult novels to life for their students. Your responsibility is to choose your favorite 
novel and create a short animation retelling the story using only visuals, with no sound and limited text. The goal is to create an animation that 
will focus students’ attention on the actions of the characters to highlight the impact and importance of gestures and expression. 

Point of View
Many students have read or seen Wicked, the story of The Wizard of Oz as told by Elphaba, the Wicked Witch of the West. Wicked effectively 
demonstrates how the narrator’s point of view affects how a reader feels about events in a narrative. In this project, students analyze a scene 
from a story and retell the events as they appear from the perspective of another character.

Elements
A local media company is compiling a series of animated mysteries based on the works of famous American writers and poets. They are currently 
accepting submissions based on the work of Edgar Allan Poe. Choose one of Poe’s works, such as “The Pit and the Pendulum, “The Raven”, or 
“The Tell-Tale Heart,” and create an animation that summarizes the basic elements and identifies the emotions evoked by the work.

Theme
Youth Rock TV is launching a new educational series on how songwriters develop themes with their music. As one of their youth interns, 
you’ve been assigned to contribute by exploring Billy Joel’s “We Didn’t Start the Fire”. This song’s lyrics include references to people, 
places and events spanning four decades. Research and categorize events mentioned in the song and find images to help illustrate 
their historical relevance. Create a new animated video about the song to educate viewers on the themes and events the lyrics retell.

Fair Use/Copyright
Your school is having issues with students and teachers understanding fair use and copyright. Who owns what you compose? Who controls 
what happens with the words, images, music, sounds, and videos you create? What rights do you have to use other people’s compositions? 
Create a PSA to show at a school assembly that will explain this important topic to students, staff, and community members.

Media Literacy

Literature and Literary Analysis
Genres

The school librarian is asking for students to help create a collection of videos to promote books in the library. Your class has volunteered to create 
videos that explore the different genres in literature. Create an animation to be placed on a kiosk in the library that promotes a specific genre.

Script Writing
Producers from a popular television talk show want to expand their demographics by including a literary segment in each episode. They are 
requesting audition tapes depicting interviews with characters from well-known novels. Create an animated interview with a character from 
your favorite novel, including questions about events in the novel as well as insight from your character about current events and other topics.

Author’s Persona
The A&E Channel plans to add a podcast section to their web site showcasing influential writers and poets from the 19th century. They would 
like the first episode to be about Oscar Wilde’s public persona during his American lecture tour in 1882. Take time to study articles, both that 
promote and discredit him, as well as images used to advertise this tour. Create a podcast that examines a caricature from the lecture tour along 
with another image you have found, and explain how the images characterize Wilde.

Adaptation
The public library in your city is starting a month-long campaign highlighting books that have been adapted into movies. Your school has been 
asked to help by the local public library to review young adult novels that have been made into movies. Analyze the differences between the 
print and film versions of a book of your choice, and consider how the adaptation from book to movie affected the story. Which was better, the 
print version or the movie? Why? Create an animated movie trailer for the city library to promote the book you selected, and explain why a viewer 
should read the book as well as see the film.

Video Poetry
The National Poetry Council has decided to broadcast short poems set to music and pictures to introduce TV viewers to poetry. Due to positive 
initial response, they need help building their collection of televised poetry. Choose a favorite poem and analyze. Explore the verse, meter, and 
imagery, and choose pictures and music that will help convey the author’s meaning. 



Resources That Can Help

connect.tech4learning.com
Join like-minded educators from around the world to explore how a blend of technology, creativity, and curriculum 

can inspire 21st-century students!

www.recipes4success.com/lessons
The lessons at Recipes4Success include a step-by-step process for teachers and students, downloadable 
templates and examples, links to tutorials and references, and correlations to standards.

Expository 
To encourage healthy living and quality of life, your town mayor has announced a new initiative to increase awareness about the foods 
people eat. Think about the food you eat and gather information about the impact it has on your body. Analyze the food advertisements 
you see to learn how companies market their products to specific audiences. Choose several healthful foods and create an advertisement 
for your local cable network encouraging people in your community to choose these healthy alternatives.

Propaganda
The Associated Student Body (ASB) advisor is asking for potential candidates to submit a short political commercial about a school 
topic they feel strongly about. Create an animation stating your platform on the school issue you feel most strongly about and explain 
the changes you will make if you are elected.

Alphabiography
Your family has decided to preserve their memories in the form of a digital time capsule. In twenty years your family will reunite, 
open the time capsule, and enjoy looking back at this moment in your lives. To create your contribution to the time capsule, create an 
animated “alphabiography.” Write about an event, person, object, or feeling associated with each letter of the alphabet. After the entry 
for each letter, sum up the stories by recording the life lessons you learned from the events.

How To 
The local elementary school is exploring new ways to help students grasp abstract math concepts. They have recruited your school to 
create “how to” animations on these concepts for younger students. Choose an abstract concept from elementary math and create a 
short animation that explains the process and shows the steps required to understand and master the concept.

5 Paragraph Essay
The United Nations has launched its new summer intern program for young adults. In addition to a paper application, interested 
individuals must also submit a short animation explaining the role of the UN. Choose one of the topics on which the UN focuses, 
including International Peace and Security, Economic and Social Development, Human Rights, Humanitarian Action, International Law, 
and Decolonization, write a 5 paragraph essay, and develop it into an animated submission. 

Persuasive
Your community newspaper wants to expand its web site to include a series of podcasts that address important community issues. 
Research a local issue of personal interest and use multiple online news sources to collect up-to-date information to support your 
opinions about the issue. Create a short persuasive podcast on the issue to submit to the newspaper.

Public Service Announcements
The President of the United States has decided to change the structure of the next State of the Union Address. The White House wants 
to include important topics affecting youth in America today, such as education, health, and social awareness. Create a short public 
service announcement on one of these topics to send to the President to help inform the government about how it affects the lives of 
youth in America.

Writing
Poetry

Change is an inevitable part of life. The ability to understand and accept change is key for career growth and planning for the future.  
Explore the theme of change through allegory and poetry by reading Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree or Sandy Stryker’s Tonia the Tree.  
Create an animated diamante poem related to the theme of change to be published in an online school anthology.

For a free evaluation version, lesson plans, training materials, and more, visit:

www.tech4learning.com/frames


